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These women and many others are legends 

today. Therefore, it is essential that all Ameri-
cans acknowledge and celebrate the contribu-
tions of women throughout our Nation’s his-
tory. In addition, as America’s arms stretch out 
across the seas, we must honor women in the 
international community that have challenged, 
changed and improved the condition of 
women and others in their native countries. 
That is why on March 8, 2008, America cele-
brated International Women’s Day. 

I urge my colleagues and all Americans to 
commemorate women for their contributions to 
the advancement of our great Nation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EUROPEAN PAR-
LIAMENT 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to call to the attention of my colleagues the 
50th anniversary of the European Par-
liament—the legislative body of the European 
Union. It is a great pleasure to celebrate this 
very special day in the history of the European 
Union. Seldom in so short a period as 50 
years do we have the opportunity to witness 
the birth and evolution of such an important 
democratic institution. 

In the 25 years that I have served as a 
Member of the United States Congress, the 
European Parliament has undergone a dra-
matic transformation. It began as an institution 
whose members were appointed by national 
parliaments, and it played a minor role in the 
policy-making process. Today. the European 
Parliament is a truly democratic legislature 
whose members are elected by the popular 
vote of the people in all member states of the 
European Union. Furthermore, it has a key 
role in approving the members of the Euro-
pean Commission and in adopting the EU 
budget. As the United States Congress, the 
European Parliament also has significant re-
sponsibility for conducting oversight of EU ex-
ecutive governmental institutions. 

Madam Speaker, the first half of the 20th 
century was marked by two bloody World 
Wars that devastated the European continent 
and produced deep divisions between Euro-
pean countries. World War I produced sharp 
national differences among the Europeans, 
which continued to fester even after that war 
was concluded. At the end of World War II. 
Europe was divided by the ‘‘Iron Curtain,’’ 
which ideologically, and politically separated 
the continent’s peoples. During the era of the 
Cold War, the unification of the Western and 
Eastern Germany seemed like an impossible 
dream let alone the unification of Western and 
I astern Europe. however, the last half-century 
has seen the remarkable growth of an ever 
closer union of people and states. 

Indeed, the success of the European Union 
has produced significant changes in the make 
up of Europe. The European Union began as 
an institution for economic cooperation among 
six Western European nations in 1951, but it 
has evoked into a political and economic 
union that now embraces 27 European na-
tions, including 10 former communist states of 
Central and Eastern Europe. The European 

Union has brought peace, stability and pros-
perity to almost 500 million people. 

In 1951, Madam Speaker, the Treaty of 
Paris, which created the European Coal and 
Steel Community provided a minor rule for a 
Parliamentary Assembly. This body evolved 
and was institutionalized as the European Par-
liamentary Assembly in the Treat of Rome that 
was signed seven years later. the Assembly 
held its first meeting on March 19, 1951, 
under the leadership of its first president and 
one of Europe’s great visionaries, Robert 
Schuman. At that time the parliament was only 
a consultative body composed of 142 mem-
bers appointed by the national parliaments of 
the member states. The members conducted 
their business in four official languages. 

In 1962, the body became the European 
Parliament, and in 1979, its members were 
chosen for the first time through direct elec-
tions. Over time, treaty revisions have ex-
panded the powers of the European Par-
liament over legislation, the budget and execu-
tive oversight. The European Parliament now 
has 785 members who work in 23 official lan-
guages, and it represents the 492 million citi-
zens of the 27 member states of the European 
Union. 

Madam Speaker, I am delighted that the 
United States House of Representatives has a 
cooperative working relationship with the Euro-
pean Parliament. For the last three decades. 
delegations of our respective legislatures have 
met twice a year to discuss our common goals 
and have endeavored to bring the United 
States and the European Union ever closer to-
gether. Currently this exchange—the Trans-At-
lantic Legislators Dialog, TLD—is led on the 
United States side by Chairwoman SHELLY 
BERKLEY of Nevada and Vice Chairmen CLIFF 
STEARNS of Florida and JIM COSTA of 
Californina. The European Parliament delega-
tion is ably led by Jonathan Evans, a member 
of the European Parliament from the United 
Kingdom. 

Over the last half-century, Madam Speaker, 
the United States has worked with our Euro-
pean allies to promote democracy, the rule of 
law, free market economies and human rights 
around the world. The 50th anniversary of the 
European Parliament provides an excellent oc-
casion for all of us to reflect upon our friend-
ship with our colleagues in the European 
Parliament and to celebrate with them this 
successful trans-Atlantic cooperation. The rati-
fication of the Treaty of Lisbon and the par-
liamentary elections in June 2009 should fur-
ther reinforce the European Parliament’s crit-
ical role in the European Union decision-mak-
ing process. I congratulate the European Par-
liament on its first half-century and look for-
ward to continued collaboration in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
LAURA HILL UPON BEING 
NAMED CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 
BY THE SOUTHLAKE CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Honorable Laura 
Hill, a Southlake City Councilwoman, commu-

nity and civic leader, as recipient of the Citizen 
of the Year Award presented by the Southlake 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Laura Hill has been a tireless public servant 
with a strong sense of stewardship to the en-
tire Southlake community. Ms. Hill’s public 
service truly speaks for itself. She is not only 
a City Councilwoman, but the Founder and 
President of SPARKS (Students and Parents 
Against Risks to Kids in Southlake), Co-found-
er and Vice President of the Southlake Angel 
Society, a member of the Southlake Historical 
Society, and a graduate of Southlake’s DPS 
Citizens Academy and Southlake’s fire rehab 
team. Somehow, she finds additional time for 
involvement in numerous other community or-
ganizations, as well. 

Of the many examples of Ms. Hill’s selfless 
service, one story in particular stands out. Not 
long ago, a Southlake firefighter had a baby 
with significant medical problems. Due to the 
high medical costs, the firefighter’s family was 
struggling to keep up. Upon hearing about the 
situation Laura immediately volunteered and 
created a fund raiser with her friends. The 
event raised approximately $16,000 entirely 
for the family of the Southlake firefighter. 

Whether it is creating fund raisers for those 
in need, preserving the city’s history, solving 
zoning problems, caring for the children in the 
community, or volunteering for the city’s emer-
gency response team, Ms. Hill is always will-
ing to go above and beyond to serve her com-
munity. 

I proudly commend the Honorable Laura Hill 
for her tireless passion and commitment to the 
betterment of Southlake, Texas. Many com-
munity members are grateful for her service 
and I congratulate her for receiving this pres-
tigious award. 
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TAMARA CASH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Tamara Cash of Kansas 
City, Missouri. Tamara is a very special young 
woman who has exemplified the finest quali-
ties of citizenship and leadership by taking an 
active part in the Girl Scouts of America, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Girl 
Scout Gold Award. 

Tamara has been very active with her troop, 
participating in many scout activities. In order 
to receive the prestigious Gold Award, Tamara 
has completed all seven requirements that 
promote community service, personal and 
spiritual growth, positive values and leadership 
skills. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Tamara Cash for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of America 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Girl Scouts Gold Award. 
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HONORING SHEILA JOSEPH 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Sheila Joseph, a native New 
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